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AAAACC  110011  ffoorr  tthhee  
NNoonn--SSLLPP

Lori Cochran, MS, CCC-SLP
Theresa Jones, MS, CCC-SLP

Lori Cochran Theresa Jones

Learner Objectives

Explain different levels of 
technology for 
augmentative/alternative 
communication

01

Implement 3 basic 
cueing strategies to use 
with patients03

Differentiate between 3 
major access methods02

Identify children who 
are good candidates for 
AAC in order to make 
referrals

04
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Poll
Who has interacted with AAC systems 

or AAC users in the past?

What system?

Texting

Gestures Communication
Devices 

Body Language

What is
AAC?

Types of AAC
No Tech

Lite/Low Tech

Mid Tech

High Tech
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Types of AAC
No Tech

Lite/Low Tech

Mid Tech

High Tech

Types of AAC
No Tech

Lite/Low Tech

Mid Tech

High Tech

Types of AAC
No Tech

Lite/Low Tech

Mid Tech

High Tech
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AAC-SGD

Prentke Romich
Language Acquisition 

through Motor 
Planning

LAMP
Saltillo

TouchChat
Tobii Dynavox

Core and Motorplan 
options

Snap
App for Apple iPad

Proloquo2Go
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AAC-SGD

Prentke Romich
Language Acquisition 

through Motor 
Planning

LAMP
Saltillo

TouchChat
Tobii Dynavox

Core and Motorplan 
options

Snap
App for Apple iPad

Proloquo2Go
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Language Acquisition 

through Motor 
Planning

LAMP
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TouchChat
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WWhhyy  TTHHOOSSEE  ppiiccttuurreess??
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Who benefits from 
AAC?

Touch

Switch

Eye gazeAccess

● Any age
● Any diagnosis 
● Anyone

○ Those who WANT to communicate, 
but have no way to communicate

○ Those who NEED to communicate, but have no way

○ Those who need a stepping stone to communicate

WWhhoo??
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GGoooodd  AAAACC  ccaannddiiddaatteess  aarree  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  DDOO……

Show interest in 
communicating & 
trying system

Have buy-in from 
parents for the long 
process

Demonstrate 
joint attention 
skills 

Show medical 
need for AAC

BBuutt  NNOONNEE  ooff  tthheessee  aarree  rreeqquuiirreedd……

Specific age or 
cognitive level

Literacy level

Symbol/picture 
to object 

association
Nonverbal 

status

Perfect vision Experience with 
low or mid tech 

YYoouu’’vvee  ggoott  aa  
ppaattiieenntt  wwiitthh  aann  
AAAACC  ddeevviiccee,,  nnooww  

wwhhaatt??
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Be patient, everything 
is slower

Use socially, not just 
for direction

Have system accessible 
at all times

Offer & Wait

Aided 
Language 
Stimulation

Model on the device the 
same message that you 

would say out loud.

Youtube 
video 
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AAC 
PROMPTING

Hierarchy

Expectant 
Pause

Use body 
language

Indirect Verbal 
Prompt

Request a Response

Gestural Cue

Partial Verbal Prompt

Direct Model

Physical Assistance

Session Involvement Ideas
Ask caregivers how their child 
communicates

Negating activities

Encourage them to bring the 
device

Ask parents to model

Transitions

Offer choices with the device 
(colors, activities, etc)

Type in chat…
Let’s think of words to model 

during some therapy activities.

ADLs

Structured Table Activity

Active Play or Motor Tasks
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Questions from Clinicians to Parents
■ Where is (word) located?

■ What are your thoughts on bringing his 
communication device to our sessions?

■ Are there any words we can practice 
during our session?

■ How does your child communicate with 
you? How would they give permission to 
participate? (bodily autonomy)

OT video

When to Refer
 Family has expressed concerns 

with patient’s lack of 
communication skills

 History of traditional speech 
therapy with little or no progress

 Patient shows an interest in 
sharing a thought

 They know more than they’re able 
to say
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 It may not be for forever

 It will NOT keep them from talking

 Gives their child a “voice”

 Trialing is a MUST

CCaarreeggiivveerr  SSuuppppoorrtt

AAC
=

BETTER COMMUNICATION =
STRONGER RELATIONSHIPS

Thank you

Do you have any questions?
Lori.Cochran@cookchildrens.org

Theresa.Jones@cookchildrens.org
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